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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to tine record appears below. Sliould tine clianges 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 

submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Murat Ozgu (applicant's representative) on 17 March 2008. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for making pods of filter material containing 
products for infusion, the method comprises the following steps: 

making at least one compressed disk of product, equivalent to a dose of the 
product, at respective dosing and forming stations, said step of making the disk 
comprising a step of tamping to compress the product within an impression bv the use 
of a forming piston having a longitudinal axis by translating said forming piston along 
said axis and rotating a r e sp e ct i v e said forming piston about said axis ; and 

forming the a pod with the compressed disk positioned inside the filter material, 

wherein the step of making the disk further comprises the sub- steps of: 

dopoG i t i ng a dosod dosing a quantity of the product in a rospoct i vo said 

impression while moving along a first defined path of the forming station; and 
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compressing tine dose of product inside tlie impression by use of tlie 
forming piston wliile moving along a second defined path following tlie first path. 
Claim 2 (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the pods 

comprise two pieces of filter material placed over each other and sealed and containing 
a dose of the product for infusion, the method further comprising the following steps: 
feeding a first portion of filter material; 

making the compressed disk of product, equivalent to a dose of the product, at 

said respective dosing and forming stations; 

depositing the compressed disk on the first portion of filter material; and 
associating a second portion of filter material with the first portion of filter material 

to encapsulate the compressed disk to form the pod. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 3, wherein the first and 
second portions of filter material are obtained from webs of the same filter material. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 3, wherein the first 
portion of filter material is obtained from a web fed in a straight line. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein between the 
step of p l ac i ng depositing the compressed disk and the associating step there is a 
further step of making in the second portion of filter material a counter-impression 
shaped to match the disk and designed to be placed over the disk. 

Claim 7 (Cancelled). 
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8. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein between the 
dosing and compressing sub-steps there is a step of leveling off the dosed product 
inside the impression. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein the first and 
second defined paths are arc-shaped and cover respective angles (a) and ((3) following 
ach other. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein the 
depositing step is accomplished by allowing the compressed disk to drop out of a 
r e sp e ct i v e said impression by gravity onto the first portion of filter material. 

11. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein the 
depositing step is accomplished by allowing the compressed disk of product to drop out 
of Q roGpoct i vo said impression by gravity onto the first portion of filter material and said 
disk is held in place on the first portion of filter material by suction. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 3, wherein the step of 
associating the first and second portions of filter material is performed by heat sealing. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 3, wherein the 
associating step is followed by a step of cutting the first and second portions of filter 
material to form the pod. 

14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for making pods containing products for 
infusion, the pods each comprise two pieces of filter material placed over each other 
and sealed and containing a dose of the product for infusion; the apparatus comprising: 
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at least two independent stations for feeding r e sp e ct i v e first and second portions 
of filter material: , tho apparatus compr i s i ng: 

a station for feeding the first portion of filter material in a feed direction; 

at l ooot ono form i ng i mpross i on l ocated on means for forming a rospoct i vo disk of 
the infusion product and releasing the disk onto the first portion of filter material; 

a station for dosing individual doses of the product into said means for forming 
and releasing at le ast on e form i ng i mpr e ss i on ; and 

a station for associating the first portion of filter material with the second portion 
of filter material to form the pod; 

wherein the feed station for the first portion of filter material further comprises: 

a first endless belt trained around a pair of sheaves and having a 

perforated or porous surface; and 

means for creating a vacuum at least at a working section of the first belt 

which feeds the first portion of filter material and on which the product disk is 

deposited. 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein 
downstream of the dosing station and means for forming and releasing, stat i on in the 
feed direction, the apparatus further comprises a station for making a counter- 
impression in the second portion of filter material and placing the counter-impression 
over the product disk. 

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the two 
stations for feeding the filter material unwind respective webs of the filter material. 



Application/Control Number: 10/566,717 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3721 

17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein 
downstream of the associating station, the apparatus further comprises a station for 
cutting off the disk encapsulated in the two portions of filter material to form a pod. 

18. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 17, further comprising 
a station for separating the pod from tl=>e waste material, which waste material is 
collected In a recovery station. 

Claim 19 (Cancelled). 

20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the 
dosing station comprises a fixed hopper mounted to face a first revolving drum, forming 
part of the means for forming and releasing moans ; the hopper having an arc- shaped 
discharge portion to peripherally follow a passing surface of the first drum in such 
manner that the product is dosed in a predetermined area. 

21. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the 
means for forming the disk comprises: 

a first revolving drum equipped with a plurality of pistons arranged radially on the 
surface of the first drum and hav i ng each piston located in a hollow head designed to 
receive a dose of the product fed by the dosing station; and 

radial drive means being provided between each piston and the first drum to act 
upon the pistons in such manner as to impart a plurality of synchronized movements to 
the pistons according to their angular positions on a circular path and so as to receive 
the product, compress the product to form the disk, detach and deposit the disk onto the 
first portion of filter material. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the radial 
drive means comprises cam means including at least one guide cam profile stably 
associated with the interior of the drum and engaged by a cam follower roller for each 
piston; each cam follower roller being attached to the end of a respective connecting rod 
whose other end is associated with a control pin rotatably connected to the inside end of 
the cy li nder hollow head of the piston so as to drive the piston radially in both directions 
according to the angular position of the piston on the circular path. 

23. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to c l a i ms 21 and claim 22, 
wherein the cam means causes each s i ng le piston to be positioned according to 
movements referenced to a relative position or angular section of the circular path and 
corresponding to: 

a first arc-shaped path section where the piston is radially retracted towards the 

center of the first drum in such a way that the piston moves into a product dosing 
configuration when the piston reaches a point corresponding to a bottom dead center of 
the piston; 

a second arc-shaped path section for dosing where the piston is initially at the 
bottom dead center, in such manner as to collect as much product as possible in the 
hollow head, and moves in a radial direction towards the outside of the first drum until 
the piston reaches the endpoint of the dosing station where there is a wall for leveling 
off the product accommodated in the i mpross i on hollow head : and 

a third arc-shaped path section for tamping the disc, where the piston moves 
radially towards the outside of the first drum and against a stop wall corresponding to a 
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top dead center of the piston where the piston remains until the piston starts on a fourth 
arc-shaped path section where the piston moves bac l < up towards the center of the first 
drum in order to facilitate detachment of the disc from the i mpr e ss i on hollow head just 
before reaching the point where the disc is released. 

24. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 22, wherein the cam 
profile is divided into two arc-shaped sections, a fixed lower section and an adjustable 
upper section corresponding to a part of the path of the pistons comprising at least one 
area where the product is filled into the p i stons hollow heads . 

25. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein each 
piston has a longitudinal axis, and the first drum is equipped with rotational drive means 
acting on each piston and designed to continuously revolve each piston about a 
correspond i ng said axis; the rotational drive means comprising a fixed ring gear 
mounted inside the first drum and meshed with corresponding gearwheels keyed to the 
respective cylinder hollow head of each piston so that the pistons revolve continuously 
as they move round the circular path, thus tamping the disk and preventing the disk 
from sticking inside the hollow head of the piston while enabling the disk to be detached 
completely when it is deposited on the first portion of filter material. 

26. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 21, wh e r ei n further 
comprising arc-shaped walls located round the outer surface of the first drum^. d e s i gn e d 
to perm i t the pistons to bo pushed pushing the product against the i mpress i ons arc- 
shaped walls in a part of the circular path and in such a way as to co-operate with the 
pistons at least when the disk is formed and compressed. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein that the 
first portion of filter material is fed close to the first drum along an inclined path that 
partially and peripherally follows the surface of the first drum in an area close to where 
the disk is deposited on the first portion of filter material. 

28. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein 
downstream of the dosing station and the means for forming and releasing, otat i ono in 
the feed direction, the apparatus further comprises a station for making a counter- 
impression in the second portion of filter material and placing the counter-impression 
over the product disk, and wherein the station for making the counter-impression on the 
second portion of filter material comprises a second drum presenting a plurality of 
recesses distributed uniformly on its outer surface to which the second portion of filter 
material is held by suction; one section of a second endless forming belt being located 
and operative on a portion of the surface of the second drum and being equipped with 
protrusions positioned and shaped to match the recesses as the latter move round, thus 
making a counter-impression on the second portion of filter material placed between the 
second drum and the second belt by pushing the second portion of filter material into 
the recesses. 

29. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 28, wherein the 
associating station comprises a circular sealing element positioned under the second 
drum and designed to seal the first portion of filter material, with the disk thereon, to the 
second portion of filter material placed over the disk to form a succession of sealed 
pods. 
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30. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the cutoff 
cutting off station comprises a circular knife and a counter-knife positioned on opposite 
sides of a feed line of the first and second portions of filter material sealed to each other 
and forming a succession of pods. 

31 . (Currently Amended) A method for making pods of filter material containing 
products for infusion, the method comprises the following steps: 

making at least one compressed disk of product, equivalent to a dose of the 
product, at respective dosing and forming stations, said step of making the disk 
comprising a step of tamping to compress the product within an impression by the use 
of a forming piston having a longitudinal axis by translating said forming piston along 
said axis and rotating a r e sp e ct i v e said forming piston about said axis : 

depositing the compressed disk on a first portion of the filter material; 

and 

forming the pod with the compressed disk positioned inside the filter 

paper. 

Explanation for Proposed Examiner's Amendment 

4. The amendments to claims 1 and 31 are for the purpose of clarifying the step of 
making as including a piston and impression, and how the piston moves to perform the 
tamping to compress. It is considered necessary to define the movement of the piston 
as translating along the axis as well as rotating about the axis in order for the claim to 
define over the prior art, such as Romagnoli '294 and Lofman et al. which teach that the 
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piston translates and rotates (relative to the center of the drum). The additional 
amendments to claim 1 are for consistency in the terminology of the claim language. 

The amendments to claims 3, 6, 10 and 11 are to improve and clarify the 
language of the claim so as to avoid confusion and inconsistency in terminology. 

The amendments to claim 14 are to ensure that the reliance on means plus 
function language by the use of the limitation "means for forming a disk of the infusion 
product and releasing the disk onto the first portion of filter material" is clear and without 
the recitation of unwarranted structural limitations in the claim (i.e. at least one forming 
impression located on). The additional amendments to claim 14 are for consistency in 
the terminology of the claim language. 

Claim 23 has been amended to correct improper multiple dependency. 

The amendments to claims 15, 18, 20-28 and 30 are to improve and clarify the 
language of the claim so as to avoid confusion and inconsistency in terminology. 
Information Disclosure Statement 

5. Receipt is acknowledged of an Information Disclosure Statement, filed 23 
January 2008, which has been placed of record in the file. An initialed, signed and 
dated copy of the PTO-1449 form is attached to this Office action. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen F. Gerrity whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4460. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Stephen F. Gerrity/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3721 

17 March 2008 



